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Charter School's Approval To Force Budget Cuts

Board must find $1.4M to cover tuition

B)l CHRISTINA KAUFFMAN
The York Dispatch

A new York City charter school will |

open this fall for seventh- and eighth-
graders.

The York City School Board unenthu-
siastically voted 6-3 last night during a
special meeting to approve a five-year
charter for the New Hope Academ
Charter School, to be opened at 459 Wy

Kn’}g St.
he city school board members must
now find a way to pay about $1.4 million

in tuition for city students who want to
lattend the school.

The city school district’s 2007-2008
budget looked as if it would be the first
budget in several years that didn’t call
for cutting programs and jobs.

But the school board must find places
to cut $1.4 million because that budget
didn’t account for the tuition payments.

The approved charter is good news for
Isiah Anderson, the former William
Penn Senior High School basketball
coach who proposed the school, and stu-

dents who want to attend the school.

But the new school will likely make
conditions worse for the students who
are left behind in York City’s traditional
pu%lic- schools, school board members
said, |

“These (charter) schools become a fi-
nancial drain and burden on the existing
system, further deteriorating the ability
of established districts to provide ... qual-
ity education,” said school bhoard presi-
dent Jeffrey Kirkland.

‘Gonna get cut: School board vice
president Tom Foust said paying the tu-
ition will cause the school district to

make cuts that will affect its students.

“Somebody’s gonna get cut,” he said.
“Somebody’s going to lose their job, and
programs are gonna be cut.”

Foust said the school board will have
to look at the budget to see what areas
could be cut. Foust voted to approve the
charter, saying that he didn’t have a
choice because Anderson’s application
met the criteria set forth in the state’s
Charter School Law.

Also voting in favor of the school were
board members Barbara Krier, Michael

See SCHOOL/CS

Anderson ...
will run the
New Hope
Academy
Charter School

Page 1 of 2



@DPE
Academy

Media Archive CHARTER SCHOOL

Charter School's Approval To Force Budget Cuts

Page 2 of 2





















