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B CHRISTINA KAUFFMAN
The York Dispatch

Isiah Anderson is familiar with
the challenge of inspiring students to
succeed.

But the former William Penn High
School basketball coach is now trying
to inspire success off the court.

Anderson plans to petition the
York City School Board to start a
charter school for secondary stu-
dents.

The New Hope Academy Charter
School would open next August to
students in seventh and eighth
grades, if the city school board ap-
proves the charter.

Over three years, it would expand
to include students through grade 12,
Anderson said.

The school would be operated out
of the 70,000-square-foot building at

459 W. King St. that previously
served as York Catholic High School
and St. Rose of Lima School. Ander-
son is leasing the building but plans
to purchase it from the church that
owns it, he said.

The 36-year-old Anderson was a
founding member of the Crispus At-
tucks Youth Build Charter School
and also worked at Mission Home al-
ternative school for about one year.

He left in January 2005 to start
his own business, Three Cord Youth
Services, which includes the Chal-
lenge Academy alternative school for
troubled students.

Anderson started the alternative

school, which is also operated out of

the West King Street building, last
year. It would continue to operate
there if the charter school
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SHANNON L. ZIRKLE — The York Dispatch
Isiah Anderson, president of the Three Cord Youth Serv-
ices, wants to open the New Hope Academy Charter

School, which will serve York City students who want a rig-
orous education with smaller classes, he said.
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